
 

Forum Summary 

Non-Timber Forest Resources:  

Linking Research, Policy and 

Economic Opportunities 

 

 
 

December 2009 

 

  



 2 

Table of Contents 
 

Forum Overview ............................................................................................................................................ 3 

Forum Goals and Key Focus Points ............................................................................................................... 5 

Speakers ........................................................................................................................................................ 6 

Opening Plenary Session ............................................................................................................................... 7 

Setting the Stage: Linking Research, Policy and Economic Opportunities ............................................... 7 

Wendy Cocksedge, CNTR ...................................................................................................................... 7 

Jonathon Forbes, Forbes Wild Foods .................................................................................................... 7 

Sinclair Tedder, BC Ministry of Forests and Range ............................................................................... 7 

Presentations ................................................................................................................................................ 9 

Building the Sector: The Value of Working Together ............................................................................... 9 

NTFPs and Community Development: The Gaspésie Story ...................................................................... 9 

NTFR Development ς Sharing the Benefits ................................................................................................. 13 

NTFPs and Community Economic Development .................................................................................... 13 

ά²Ƙŀǘ 5ƻ ²Ŝ aŜŀƴ ōȅ ²ƛƭŘΚέ  wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ................................................... 15 

ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƻǇǘŜǊǊŜ aƻŘŜƭΥ ! ¦ƴƛǉǳŜ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ b¢Ct 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ ..................................................... 17 

Regional Experiences with NTFR Development, Support and Regulation .................................................. 19 

Regulation of NTFPs in Saskatchewan: Lessons Learned ........................................................................ 19 

ά¢ƘŜ .ǳȅ ./wild Initiative: Supporting SecǘƻǊ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ ............................................................... 20 

Ψb¢Ctǎ ƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩ ...................................................................................................................... 21 

Panel Discussion: Where do we go from here?   Reflections on Key Issues in NTFR Research, Policy and 

Development............................................................................................................................................... 24 

 

 

 



 3 

 

Forum Overview 
The Forum on Non-timber Forest Resources: Linking Research, Policy and Economic Opportunities, was 

held on Friday, November 6th in Nanaimo, British Columbia.  The Forum was hosted by the Centre for 

Non-Timber Resources at Royal Roads University with significant support from Natural Resources 

Canada and further sponsorship from NSERC-Regional Pacific Fund, the Canadian Model Forest Network, 

Biopterre, Vancity and Thrifty Foods.   

¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ /b¢w ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ Ψ{ƘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘΩΣ ŀ ǿƛƭŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƛƭŘΩ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

to a large audience.  Products included wild berry jams and jellies, wild berry wines and liqueurs, wild-

crafted natural body care products, native and wild edible plants and wild mushrooms.  Shop the Wild 

markets provide an excellent opportunity to reach out to an even larger constituency to share 

information about these resources and raise awareness about the industry; a number of participants at 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴs. 

The Forum served as a rare opportunity for participants in the NTFR sector to come together to share 

experiences and discuss common opportunities and challenges.  Feedback from participants and 

speakers indicates that this exercise was beneficial to all attendees, and many reported becoming re-

engaged and inspired as a result of the forum.  When asked what the most useful aspect of the Forum 

was, participants indicated: 

 άThe wide variety of experiencesέ 

 άNetworking opportunities and making new contactsέ 

 άInformation sessionsέ 

 άOpportunity for interaction during breaks and open spirit discussion amongst a wide cross 

section of stakeholdersέ 

 άBetter knowledge of what everyone is doingέ 

 άRepresentation from across Canadaέ 

 ά{haring of information, getting in touch with other initiatives, getting inspiredΗέ 

 άlearning about on the ground experiencesέ 

 άhearing about what is happening across Canadaέ 

The next opportunity for the NTFR sector to reconvene will be held in Nova Scotia in 2010. The Atlantic 

ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ΨFrom Atlantic Fields and ForestsΩ DǊƻǿƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ b¢Ct .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ, 

February 18 & 19, 2009 at the Glengarry Best Western in Truro, Nova Scotia.  Please visit 

www.novaforestalliance.com for more information, including registration details. 

http://cntr.royalroads.ca/files-cntr/Atlantic_NTFP_Forum.pdf
http://www.novaforestalliance.com/
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Our sincere thanks to our speakers and participants, many of whom travelled long distances to 

participate in the forum. Your participation was key to making the forum such a professional, enjoyable 

and valuable event. 

A special thank you to Holly Caine for her hard work organizing the event and taking care of the behind-

the scenes details, to Jenny Sigalet for the many hours she put in securing funding, organizing speakers, 

and writing reports, and a big thanks to Anne Munier for her excellent note-taking during ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ 

sessions. 

If you want to get in touch with someone from the conference, please feel free to contact staff at the 

CNTR ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΦ  We can be reached at: ntfp@royalroads.ca. 

Staff at the Centre for Non-Timber Resources, Royal Roads University 

2005 Sooke Rd.  

Victoria, BC  V9B 5Y2 

(tel) 250.391.2600 ext. 4348 

www.royalroads.ca/cntr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:ntfp@royalroads.ca
http://www.royalroads.ca/cntr
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Forum Goals and Key Focus Points 

 

The CNTR staff and the NTFR Forum steering committee identified goals and key focus points for the 

Forum.  All dialogue sessions were designed to address the following goals and discussion points. 

 

 

 
Forum Goals 

 To strengthen the network and encourage collaboration among the 

diverse group of people with an interest in non-timber forest resources; 

 To generate dialogue among participants to share experiences, 

information and strategies for navigating the challenges and opportunities 

presented by the sector; 

 To illuminate the key connections between research, policy and the 

economic development of NTFRs.   

 

Key Focus Points  

(1)  What role do research and policy play in supporting a responsible non-timber forest resource 

sector?  

(2)  What are the key knowledge gaps in the areas of policy, research and economic development 

involving NTFRs and what can we do to address them? 

(3)  What are the key factors and who are the key collaborators contributing to a sustainable and 

equitable non-timber forest resources sector? 

(4)  What are useful strategies for effective collaboration among policy, research and industry 

participants to further develop the sector?   
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Speakers 

A very special thank you to our speakers for sharing their ideas and experience and contributing to the 

rich discussions of the day. 

Dr. Brian Belcher, Centre for Non-Timber Resources, Royal Roads University 

Hervé Bernier, Biopterre 

Wendy Cocksedge, Centre for Non-Timber Resources, Royal Roads University 

Eileen Davenport, Buy BCwild Consumer Research 

Will Low, Faculty of Management, Royal Roads University 

Tim Brigham, Centre for Non-Timber Resources, Royal Roads University 

Jonathan Forbes, Forbes Wild Foods 

Gerry Ivanochko, Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture 

Gérald Le Gal, Gourmet Sauvage 

Claude-André Léveillé, Conférence régionale des élu(e)s Gaspésie ς les Îles (CRÉGÎM) 

Terry Raymond, Siska Indian Band 

Chief Fred Sampson, Siska Indian Band 

Dave Sutherland, Nova Forest Alliance 

Maxim Tardif, Biopterre 

Sinclair Tedder, British Columbia Ministry of Forests and Range 
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Opening Plenary Session 

Setting the Stage: Linking Research, Policy and Economic Opportunities 

Wendy Cocksedge, CNTR 

{link to presentation} 

In this session, Wendy explored topics including: 

Who uses the plants? 

 Human versus non-human uses (wildlife), ex with bears 

 Competing users 

 Forestry practices affecting plants, overharvesting (ex: of bough over-harvest) 

 Harvesting in one area versus spreading out 

Need inventory of plants, etc. 

 ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŜŀƴ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

 Need to assess quality - where are quality species located?  

o Old burns? South slopes? 15-20 year old stands? 

Compatible Management 

 Need active management 

 Needs to be a collaboration between stakeholders, including forestry sector, communities and 

Aboriginal communities 

Jonathon Forbes, Forbes Wild Foods  

ό9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜ ς no .ppt available for Mr. Forbes presentation) 

 

Sinclair Tedder, BC Ministry of Forests and Range 

{Link to Presentation} 

In this session, Sinclair explored topics including: 

 The role of policy in a general context 

o Examples of policy related to non-timber forest resources in US Pacific Northwest, 

Scandinavian countries and British Columbia 

o Overview of Forest & Range Practices Act (Sect. 168) 

o Examine the need for NTFR policy in BC 

o Future challenges re: policy and NTFR management 

http://buybcwild.com/files-buybcwild/File/Nanaimo_2009_cocksedge.pdf
http://buybcwild.com/files-buybcwild/File/Tedder.pdf
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Questions following open plenary session 

/ƘƛŜŦ {ŀƳǇǎƻƴ ŀǎƪŜŘΥ ²ƘŜǊŜ Řƻ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ Ŧƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ tƻƭƛŎȅΚ 

Tedder: very important to have large involvement ςties to build to see how to better integrate and 

engage Aboriginal People and build relationships.  Recognizes that there is a problem ς not a lot of good 

communication ΧΦŀǎ ŀ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 

Bill Bourgeois, Forest Consultant 

-15 years ago there was interest in NTFPs ς been hearing the same thing for some time 

- there has been some progress, but minimal 

- not listened to, no influence, so people outside of government ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 

- need to build a group to influence ς now is the time to do something significant, while things are 

ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΧǿƘƛƭŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǾƛŜǿǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ς need to get 

together  (First Nations, research, etc.  outstanding focus on policy) ς ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 

bumbling along 15 years from now 

Gerry Ivanochko Ą  Jonathon Forbes 

- too much demand, but price ς enough profit?  i.e.,: price for wild pickers of mushrooms has 

dropped; is there enough money to justify effort? 

- Depends on product, i.e.,: native plant seed, birch syrup, morels all pay well 

Brian Belcher 

- ²ŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ /ƘƛŜŦ {ŀƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ 

- WŜƴŘȅ /ƻŎƪǎŜŘƎŜΩs work in collaboration with First Nation communities, same with other 

research to be presented 

- Appreciates frustration, but unfair to suggest its been left off the agenda 
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Presentations 

Building the Sector: The Value of Working Together  

Gérald Le Gal and Jonathon Forbes 

**no notes for this session** 

NTFPs and Community Development: The Gaspésie Story 

{link to presentation} 

Claude-André Léveillé 

Moderator: Tim Brigham 

 

Claude-AndréǎΩ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ 

In 1997, worked with private landowners and their management- forest, animal and NTFPs - realized 

ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ b¢CtǎΣ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƛǘ ƛƴ нлллΦ /ompany wanted him to 

diversify and started to see what was happening- mills shutting down (both private and public land) 

recognized a need for diversification, so involvement with NTFPS 

1. Profile of Gaspé Peninsula 

 Location: Eastern Quebec, by northern New Brunswick. Both crown and private land; private 

land is primarily located around perimeter of peninsula 

 ~100 000 people, 20 000 km2, 80% public land (centre) and 20% private (~ 5500 landowners, 

1400 under management) 

 Economics & axis of development: forestry, marine resources (fisheries- not great- lots of 

unprocessed resources), science and technology (fisheries-related), tourism, wind power. Low 

income (~$15,000/yr), 20% unemployment, seasonal jobs 

2. Toward Regional Coordination: 

 ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ όΩлн-03-)- some fiddlehead studies, Quebec Ministry of Agriculture looking into 

NTFP possibilities (wild mushrooms, blueberries, maple syrup) 

 Regional seminar on NTFPs in 2004 focused on Gaspé Peninsula (this seminar followed a larger 

provincial one) 

 Regional recognition, led to creation of a local NTFP committee 

 Regional NTFP development plan 

 2005: Regional Fund on Diversification- recruited a coordinator by the CRE (Conference 

Regionale des Etudes- Gaspésie)- like a local/regional governing body, every region in Quebec 

has one- decided to put money into NTFPs- this is the only area that does invest money into a 

coordination system (though more and more investment in Quebec is directed to diversification; 

this is from the forest industry, that gives back a % of funding to government, and this is used 

http://buybcwild.com/files-buybcwild/File/GaspeAlternatives.pdf
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for diversification)- Claude-Andre  is coordinator, and NTFP committee has become an advisory 

group 

 Regional NTFP committee: farmers union, Ministry of Natural Resources, research, elected 

councillors, marketing board, Canadian economic development, Food and Agriculture Quebec, 

b¢Ct ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ όάDŀǎǇŞǎƛŜ {ŀǳǾŀƎŜέ- business) 

 Coordinator responsibilities: assist figuring out the research needs; stimulate applied project; 

make information accessible, support entrepreneurs and local development agencies, link 

harvesters and government 

Question: Challenge finding people to start businesses? 

Answer (Claude-André): Yes, biggest challenge is finding entrepreneurs - people with appropriate skills 

and knowledge. When such people are found, put a lot of energy into them. 

3. Overview of sector 

 NTFPs include blueberries, Canada yew, boughs, blueberries, fiddleheads, 

biomass/bioenergy in last year 

 using NTFPs in agroforestry, ex. Saskatoons, elderberry is beginning to occur 

 Volumes of wild edibles: blueberries largest (~ 100,000 lbs), then fiddleheads, wild 

strawberries, wild mushrooms (growing), wild raspberries, other wild fruit. Had to have 

positive collaboration with the buyers to gather information. Four years of work to 

develop trusting relationship. Claude-Andre was able to provide buyers with map etc. 

(reciprocity of knowledge sharing) 

 Profits: decorative greens ($1 million), then wild food, then medicinal, then others (wild 

seeds)- this is money received by harvesters   

 Variation to income with climate and forest management (clear-cuts) 

Question: Where do products go? 

Answer (Claude-André): Northern U.S. Some value-added, are working on it, but limited- about 40% 

have no processing capabilities 

Question: How is yew harvested and processed? 

Answer (Claude André): Buyers come to Gaspé, as processing industry is in New Brunswick. Harvesters 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ /rown land but they do; arrangements made with private landowners. Branch 

ends are cut. 

 !ƭƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ōǳȅŜǊǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ōȅ ōǳǎΣ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜǊǎ ƭŜǘ ōǳȅŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦΦΦΦ 

best system right now, but expensive for buyers to pay for transportation 

 ¢ǊƛŎƪȅ ŦƻǊ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

want to take any risks 

 Wreaths: a few buying stations throughout the Peninsula, they sometimes also buy berries etc.  

 Fir pitch buyer in northern  part; 3 elderberry buyers (non-native plant), Saskatoons are starting 

(4th year of production), fiddleheads 
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Question: Does market demand direct the species in agroforestry production? 

Answer: Right now, no market demand. There is a market study underway to find markets for 

SaskatoonǎΦΦΦ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻf determining what is needed.  Hard to find a 

ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 

products, and see how it goes. 

Question: Some products were already harvested and some new... are you helping to develop buying 

stations? 

Answer: Yes, we started to put a network of buying stations together.  We already had connections with 

buyers, encouraged more connections. 

Question: Some products are perishable- any support to set up preservation facilities? 

Answer: Yes ς currently involved in a study of inventory, human resources, and facilities available. 

 Harvester Profile: gathering is part of the heritage of Gaspésian people, lots of knowledge of the 

land. Seasonal worker (Target: 14 weeks of employment to qualify for EI; then have time after 

14 weeks to make extra income), 40+ years, very little formal education.  Harvesters appreciate 

the outdoors, physical work, and a bit of income (sometimes under the table, sometimes not).  

Harvester profiles vary with species of harvest.  

Question: To qualify for EI, do the buying stations need to pay harvesters, etc? 

Answer: Difficult; it costs money as a business, so harvester has to pay that extra business cost, but this 

is sometimes misunderstood by harvesters, who think they are being short-changed. 

Question: As items are becoming commercialized, and volumes going up, are prices going down? 

AnswerΥ bƻǘ ȅŜǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƭŘ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭǳŜōŜǊǊƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 

small markets. Need to be selective about markets.  

4. Actions and Realizations 

 Wild mushrooms:  

 almost none prior to 2005; a study in 2002 to evaluate potential 

 Three year study on ecology and biology, and entrepreneur specializing in wild 

mushrooms was hired to provide a mushroom training session.  

 Outcome: Gaspésie Wild Inc. (private business), a local identification guide book, harvesting 

network with 800 people trained. Teacher was also the buyer, so he put together a network of 

harvesters.  

 Special projects: where does it grow (mapping), linking harvesters and private owners to 

access their land, is it possible to make an income (for private owners as well)? 

  Preliminary outcomes: 

  huge territory is better for making a living, rather than focusing on small plots 

 Wild blueberry: market well organized before his arrival. Good potential income, mainly 

harvested on Crown land, and related to clear cuts. Hard for pickers to find these spots, because 
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places change. Have produced maps that are provided to buying stations. A cooperative of 

harvesters exists. Looking for $1/lb, use rakes, put them in shaker machine. 

 Wreath industry: well established in Gaspé, October-November.  Provides extra income for 1000 

families; earnings per day: $100-350/day, 3 big enterprises.  

 Study conducted on the effect of harvesting on balsam trees, overview of evolution of the 

industry.  Finding: if length of branch is 14-мсέ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΣ ǊŜ-growth, and people can go back to 

spots after 2 or 3 years. Some harvesters cut branches too long- not good for buyer and 

processor ( ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ) and a waste of forest resources. 

 Optimize management: frustration with forest management companies, because ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

doing much.  

 Regional IQF (individual quick frozen) fruit unity- feasibility study in process; also underway- a 

market study on emerging fruits. 

 

 Some essentials for success: good knowledge of the territory and people, building trust, work 

with the strength and potential of the territory  

 

Comment (Glenda Garnier): Thank you so much, in Newfoundland we are hoping to develop NTFPs in 

area where they propose a community forest Χ 

Claude-André: Great, glad it was helpful.  In your region there is lots of potential for wild fruits, wild 

mushrooms, and practically none are harvested. 
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Concurrent Dialogue Session Two 

NTFR Development ς Sharing the Benefits 

NTFPs and Community Economic Development 
Chief Fred Samson & Terry Raymond 

{link to presentation} 

Overview of Siska 

 Increasing interest in living off the land 

 Business and activities entrenched in traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) 

 Established as society in 2002 - produce various NTFPs (syrups, jams, soaps etc) 

 Mission: Community strategies based on health, honourability, cultural and spiritual values for 

economic diversity and success. What does success mean? This year produced a $1200profit - a 

huge success, because measuring it based on development based on cultural and ecologically 

sustainability; so breaking even is considered a huge success 

 Guided by cultural values (honesty, reliability, conscientiousness, friendliness, respect, trust, 

loyalty.... based on TEK) 

 How to deliver values: action / participatory harvesting practices ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ {ƛǎƪŀΩǎ 9ǘƘƛŎŀƭ tƛŎƪƛƴƎ 

Practices (S.E.P.P.  - Certification of harvesters, i.e. learning language, traditions, sustainability) 

 Activities help unite the community; elders and youth, field trips to pick, talk about land, the 

plants, sharing of knowledge. Incredible connection between youth and elders because they 

learn together  

 Language programs, drying racks (his favourite is drying rose petals); soap lab; get young people 

involved. So important because there is often a disconnect present. 

 Pride is evident in producers- strong sense of ownership, this created in the community  

 Siska Traditions has been requested to produce huge volumes for chains but have refused 

because of sustainability and cultural issues. 

 Products: arnica oil (soothing aches, bruises and pains), healing salve, jams, jellies and teas. 

 

Key Initiatives:  

 ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ IŜǎƪǿΩŜƴΩǎŎǳǘȊŜ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻƻŘ DǳƛŘŜ 

 Partnering on traditional knowledge (TK) research projects with academia (TK for community 

health research project with UBC; measuring success in managing for Saskatoon berries and 

other traditionally important plants (RRU). Too often knowledge leaves with researchers, so 

spent much time on developing protocols.  

 Engaging FN youth (youth video project) 

 Traditional food is at base of health issues of community (diabetes, hypertension) - we want to 

get community members back out on the land and eating traditional foods 

http://buybcwild.com/files-buybcwild/File/Siska_Traditions_Society.pdf


 14 

 Work environment: 9 FN harvesters; value-driven and green workplace; culturally-responsive; 

capacity growing (Staff training and development ongoing); meaningful work (employment); 

employee engagement (participate in decision making)  

 Next steps: developing a business and marketing plan for Siska Traditions Society. Engaging in 

partnership with Esh-Kn-Am Investments Joint Venture, exploring new markets (sustainability 

always an issue, but have expanded with other bands which expands operating areas) 

ά¢ƘŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ .ŀƴŘ ¢Ƙŀǘ /ƻǳƭŘέ ς Mike Christian, manager with Esh-Kn-Am Joint Venture 

 aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ {ǇƭŀǘǎΩƛƴ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǎƘ-Kn-Am for two years. It oversees operations, try 

to provide resources  

 One example of services: provide corporate perspective, pursue funding from Western 

Economic Diversification, received money for NTFP-cluster feasibility looks at inputs, 

competitors, customers, and related and supporting industries, to determine whether it is worth 

pursuing  

  Cultural Resource Management services- web mapping, land management and referrals etc.  

 Developed CEDI Traditional use: pick resource, then shows you what the product is, and which 

communities source it (with information on processing, trade rules etc). Can do a GIS query to 

determine where resource is- public access and community access to secure information 

 Web mapping was intended for land use planning, this needs to include NTFPs 

 Adding a more corporate definition to overall project. As Fred said, Siska is one component of 

overall organization; hope is that other communities involved with the organization are 

following suit and will be benefiting from clusters available   

QuestionΥ ϑ5ƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀōƻǳǘϒ ΧΦ Certification system that Siska uses? 

Answer: Had elders look at traditional methods for picking- when, where, how much; what you do with 

the plant to ensure its survival for the next year.  Then those who have done the certification program 

are employed, their berries are checked (ripeness, no green ones, not a bunch of leaves etc). Intent is to 

check sites; ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ȅŜǘΦ  

Question: What areas do you use? 

Answer: Around the community itself - mostly crown land. Also making contacts with neighbouring 

bands, so there will be a larger land base and more people involved. 

Question: With collaborative research, is protocol set as guidelines to respect cultural and intellectual 

responsibilities? 

Answer: Absolutely. Have agreement set up with UBC< Royal Roads with respect to intellectual property 

rights- cannot be used without permission, essential that they sign off if they want to work with Siska 

 
 

http://eshknam.ca/
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 ά²Ƙŀǘ 5ƻ ²Ŝ aŜŀƴ ōȅ ²ƛƭŘΚέ  wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ 
Eileen Davenport and Will Low (Faculty of Management, Royal Roads University) 

ϑƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ ϧ ²ƛƭƭΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴϒ 

 Ψ{ƘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘΩ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ ww¦Τ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ 

were done in 2008 and 2009, and we have results from this past October festival 

 huge amount of interest in wild products, about 2000 people at each of last two festivals 

 Will: Faculty of Management, with an interest in sustainability of businesses.  

 Will give us a flavour of the 2009 results (2008 results on the web) 

 Ψ9ǘƘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴΩ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ 

more than 4% of market (disconnect between what people say they would like to do, and what 

people actually buy) 

 Many people buy wild products at least every 6 months (70%), but fewer (11%) buy them every 

week. Access is an issue; those surveyed were at the market and obviously have some 

knowledge already 

 Top 3 reasons for buying wild products:  

 support local producers (60), sustainability (39), taste (38), environmental benefits (35), 

health benefit (29) and nutritional value (27) 

 tŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǿƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΤ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ΨǿƘŀǘΩǎ 

ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΩΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ  

 Willingness to pay more?  

 This is to people who have actualized interest - they know the prices of products, so 

perhaps more credible. About 42% would pay 6-10% more for wild, 30% would pay 11-

20% more 

 Types of wild products 

  top: wild fish (91), fresh wild berries (74), prepared wild foods, health and beauty, wild 

mushrooms, home and garden, craft and art   

 63% thought that wild products are more pure than non-wild products, 25% are neutral 

 Most agree that wild products contribute to local communities and are better for the 

environment (90+% each) 

 65% think the health benefits are higher 

Focus Group Insights 

 Held 4 Focus Groups in August - 7 people in each, Eileen worked with marketing person in 

Faculty of Management 

 What is a Wild Product?  

 Lots of divergence: Not cultivated, not planted, grows in an indigenous ecosystem, no 

such thing as wild honey (bees are not native) 

 Exercise: three intersecting circles of local, wild and organic- placed products amongst them.  

 Identifying wild products is a problem according to all groups.  

http://buybcwild.com/files-buybcwild/File/Eileen&Will_Shop%20the%20Wild%20Nanaimo.pdf
http://buybcwild.com/consumer-survey
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Á Certification labels are indicator  

 People identified local as very different spaces- i.e. Vancouver Island, or a bit of the 

Lower Mainland, or concentric circles of Ψlocal-nessesΩΦ  Geographically vs politically.  

 Often local trumped wild and trumped organic in terms of preference for purchasing 

 What would help you to buy a wild product?  

 Reliance on knowledge of company, or on their own perceptions.  

 One example showŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀŎƪŀƎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ άǎƭƛŎƪέΣ from California etc.... they are still 

wild though?έ Well, how could they be wild if they are packaged in quantities used by 

this company....Κέ 

 Certification of guarantee would help people identify it as wild; if there was a 

description of harvesting or processing; if I know where it came from 

 Concerns expressed  

 άWild-WŀǎƘƛƴƎέ- who is regulating and who is defining?  

 Sustainable harvesting is the biggest concern 

 Safety and quality of ingredients 

 Getting too large or corporate  

 Exploiting or excluding First Nations and remote communities 

  Recommendations 

 More advertising  

 Tell ΨstoriesΩ about the people and the product 

 Develop wild guarantee certification (including food safety) 

 Ensure that wild products are sustainably harvested and be able to prove the claims 

 Use green, simple, and appealing packaging (aversion to slick, corporate packaging) 

Question: Was complete demographic from Shop the Wild?  

Answer: Survey was completely from Shop the Wild; for focus groups, people from STW were 

requested, but broadened out to audiences like the food security network 

Question: Can we get the survey online? 

Answer: We will put it up on the CNTR website  

(EŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜ ς please send a message to bcwild@royalroads.ca to request a copy of the survey) 

Comment ςBrian Belcher: Another example of how this sector is left out. Little research on ecology, on 

product development, and on consumer preferences etc. Things we need to know to get this sector 

progressing. We need to do more - it was a small, self-selected sample, now we can do more. 

 
 

 

mailto:bcwild@royalroads.ca
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ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƻǇǘŜǊǊŜ aƻdel: A Unique Approach to NTFP DŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ  
Maxim Tardif & Hervé Bernier 

{link to .ƛƻǇǘŜǊǊŜΩǎ presentation} 

Herve Bernier: The Green Advantage 

 A non-profit, bioproduct development centre: support small and medium sized businesses with 

bioproduct-related products. Get involved in every aspect of value-adding (plant production, 

technique development / harvesting, certification of end product) 

 Access research facilities, greenhouses, labs, experimental forest 

 Are a small centre so foster working with other organizations of R&D networks  

 What they do: 

 Assistance in bio-product certification 

 Technology and market surveys, etc. 

 Global market for bio-products estimated at $500 billion (in 2015) 

 

Maxim Tardif:  Biopterre Strategy for Developing NTFP sector for Quebec 

 Prior to 2004, there were few individuals, no formal organization 

 After 2004: first symposium on NTFPs took place at La Pocatière- increased interest in people 

and government 

 Creation of CEPAF (Centre for Expertise on Agroforestry Products) 

 Biopterre created in 2007 

 Economic development through *sustainable* use of NTFPs 

 Integrated Approach 

 inventories (locating, identifying, assessing available biomass using scientific methods- 

must be the starting point);  

 market assessment;  

 NTFP processing and specialty products fabrication for development for the food 

industry;  

 transfer of knowledge through coaching and technical support  

 Inventory and Harvesting Tools 

  geomatic tools (locating, data extrapolation); 

  inventory protocols (data collecting, compiling, analysis; involvement of biologists and 

forest technicians); 

  harvesting tools (guideline booklets, identification guide) 

 Development of Economic Tools 

 techno economic data sheets; 

  market and feasibility studies 

 Development of Specialty Products 

http://buybcwild.com/files-buybcwild/File/Pr%C3%A9sentation%20Nanaimo%20Biopterre.pdf
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 close collaboration with specialist in the development of food transformation;  

 have food processing facility  

 Project development, transfer of knowledge to communities: do their work for forest 

management groups, cooperatives (some they have helped start up), private initiatives, rural 

and First Nation communities (i.e. work with Cree communities developing wild mushrooms). 

Increasingly realize that community involvement is essential for it to be effective- experts will be 

visiting, but making sure that local person/people is being trained so that knowledge is 

maintained in the community  

 Wild crop establishment- implantation is very interesting; farming these resources can be an 

answer to some of the sustainability problems 

 Research and Development 

  shade systems for forest farming (soil amendments, multiplication techniques, pest 

control);  

 fallow lands;  

 wind breaks/riparian buffer zones (ecological and product services); 

  matrix for mushroom tracking (data from inventories compiled into a tool assesses 

where mushrooms can be found) 

 Where are we at? Ground work has been done; market has evolved but still needs further 

progress and development; production needs to be further targeted and developed; product 

certification should be considered; networking at the regional, provincial and national levels for 

the NTFP sector  

 ¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ .ƛƻǇǘŜǊǊŜΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ 

transferable; the point is to assist in the development of communities and the sector 

Question: How transferable would mushroom matrix be? 

Answer: First need to finish it. The Ψknow-howΩ would be transferable. Would have to cross-check some 

information, because Quebec is so broad, not all of the stand characteristics will be relevant throughout. 

So tool needs to be brought further on before it could be transferred itself. 

Question: Interested in mushroom matrix; does it have the ability to protect mushrooms as well? 

Answer: No; what they hope is through training, i.e. train-the-trainers, to make sure that pickers know 

how to pick the mushrooms, which ones to pick. So perhaps not through matrix, but through training -

hope to broaden understanding of harvesters.  

Question: Does organization do product development outside of Quebec? 

Answer: Have been to New BǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΤ ōǳǘΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ. 
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Regional Experiences with NTFR Development, Support and Regulation 

Regulation of NTFPs in Saskatchewan: Lessons Learned  
Gerry Ivanochko 

{link to presentation} 

Major sectors within SK Ministry of Agriculture 

 Wild rice, mushrooms, fiddleheads, wild berries 

 Also: Fireweed ς used for extracts for natural health care product creams 

 NTFP regulation occurs under SK Ministry of Environment, Forest Resources 

o Permits are issued to commercial pickers/ buyers only ς they are annual permits 

όŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘΥ 

http://www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=cb82b10b-dafc-4f1d-bdd4-

eefbf8bbe686 )for more information 

 Mushrooms and berries are low risk for over-harvesting  

 Wild rice has tenure 

o This product is not native to Saskatchewan, but from Ontario 

o Producers can sell their leases, own processing plant 

o Permits available only to residents who have lived there for 15 years ς ŦƻǊ ΨƭƻŎŀƭΩ 

opportunities 

Question: How did regulation get on the policy agenda? 

Answer: Not by the industry!  Limited or no benefits of the regulation for small industry. 

Question: How do you gather proprietor information? 

Answer: Build trust. 

Question:  How accurate is the information? 

Answer: Fairly accurate. 

  

http://buybcwild.com/files-buybcwild/File/Regulation_of_NTFPs_in_Saskatchewan.pdf
http://www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=cb82b10b-dafc-4f1d-bdd4-eefbf8bbe686
http://www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=cb82b10b-dafc-4f1d-bdd4-eefbf8bbe686
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ά¢ƘŜ .ǳȅ ./wild Initiative: Supporting Sector DevelƻǇƳŜƴǘέ  
Tim Brigham 

{link to presentation} 

Overview of the Centre for Non-Timber Resources (CNTR): Who we are and What we do 

o ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ 

o CNTR has initiated over 75 successful projects since 2004 

o Current staff of five, lots of partnerships and consultants 

 Work organized into three programs 

Á Socio-economic and Policy 

Á Ecology and Management 

Á Training, extension and sector support 

 .ǳȅ ./ǿƛƭŘ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΥ ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ {ŜŎǘƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ 

sharing knowledge and buildiƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎέ 

Á Methods: 

o Market development, ie: Buy BCwild Directory 

o Promotional/educational events (Shop the Wild, Forum) 

o Information sharing (newsletters) 

Á History: recognition that there is a demand for services beyond strictly research 

o Implement and test new approaches 

 Overview of Buy BCwild Directory and Shop the Wild festival 

Á Both items gaining momentum over 5 years in production ς increased public awareness and 

clear connection with current trends 

 Challenges and Questions 

Á Resources ς staff, funding, etc. ς perennial challenge  

Á Are the original reasons still valid?  How do we measure progress or success?  

Á Needs to be sustainable to be continued 

Question: Does the public pay to get into Shop the Wild? 

AnswerΥ bƻΣ ŦǊŜŜ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  aŀƴȅ ŎƻƳŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǘƻ ΨōǊƻǿǎŜΩΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǘƻ 

purchase. 

Question: Any connections with the University of the Arctic? 

Answer: No, not yet. 

QuestionΥ  Lƴ ./Σ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǎŜƭƭ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǘ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘǎΚ 

Answer: Yes ς no regulations in BC. 

http://buybcwild.com/files-buybcwild/File/Buy%20BCwild%20initiative.pdf
http://buybcwild.com/buy-bcwild-directory
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ΨNTFPs in Atlantic CanadaΩ 
David Sutherland 

{link to presentation} 

-recently within the past 5 years: 

 Marketing: Farmers Markets (mushrooms, fiddleheads) 

 A few local buyers, little uptake in grocery stores ς historically not interested 
o Consumers want natural, local products 
o willing to pay premium, want easy purchasing 

 Networking across borders ς PEI, NB and NS, with Maine with regards to NTFPs 
o 2005 ς networking ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ΨvisionΩ ǿƛǘƘ resources pooling and marketing 

 INFOR ς ΨCǊƻƳ hǳǊ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ²ƻƻŘǎΩΣ ŀ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǿƛƭŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ /ŀƴŀŘŀ 
o  over 250 listings, includes business from across Atlantic Canada and Maine 

 Buy BCwild template was used - not sure about 2nd edition yet ς good resource, ppl interested; 
full version on website όŜŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ http://www.fromouratlanticwoods.com ) 

 Sponsorship from SobeyΩs very good,  at least one grocery chain interested in getting involved 

 Fiddleheads: gaining in popularity   

 Hassle: marketing as commodities ς paper chain, etc. - a lot of work for small producers 

 Publications: 
o  Module 13 from Dept. of Natural Resources in Nova Scotia NTFPs: Growing 

Opportunities   
 

Opportunities with NTFPs 

 Maple and birch products are unreliable 
o Maple: bad year since 1987,  less than 1/3 litre avg, consequence of consecutive ice 

storms 

 Birch syrup marketing ς shows some promise 

 Chanterelles ς big commodity 

 The Great Mushroom Foray 2009 ς Cape Breton ς 125 diff. spc of mushrooms ς first time for the 
province 

o Helping to generate some interest in mushrooms 

 Fruit: Blueberries ς Oxford  has more than 16,000 Ha of blueberries  in Nova Scotia (60% of 
Canadian total) 

 ACORN: Atlantic Canadian Organic Regional network ς looking at expanding market of organic, 
wild blueberries 30 ς 35 million lbs. (?) ƻŦ άǿƛƭŘέ  όƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ 50,000 are certified organic) 

 Also: lingonberry, blackberry, cloudberry 

 Christmas Trees: >70% of Canadian production 

 Nova Seed ς bunch berries for landscaping ς lucrative opportunity (collect seed and seedlings ς 
grow well under Christmas trees) 

 Red osier dogwood (red twig dogwood) 
Associations 

o 16  Christmas tree producers, 
o 5 maple product associations 
o 8 blueberry associations 

http://buybcwild.com/files-buybcwild/File/Atlantic%20NTFP%202009%20-%20Nanaimo.pdf
http://www.fromouratlanticwoods.com/
http://www.gov.ns.ca/natr/education/woodlot/modules/module13/default.asp
http://www.gov.ns.ca/natr/education/woodlot/modules/module13/default.asp
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o wild mushrooms associations 

 NTFP cooperatives 
o Cooperatives work well in Atlantic Canada,ς chain of Atlantic grocery stores interested 

in marketing NTFPs 

 άCǊƻƳ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ CƛŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ CƻǊŜǎǘǎέ ς Nova Forest Alliance website 
o initiate a marketing/networking forum for NTFPS in AC 
o Identify Gaps in marketing knowledge 
o Host trade opportunities 
o Increase profile of NTFPs in Canada  
o 2 day event ς lots of hype thus far 

 Canadian Model Forest Network ς NTFPs ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ aƻŘŜƭ CƻǊŜǎǘǎ ς a report by Darcy Mitchell 
 

Question: Is there a 200% premium on certified organic wild blueberries? 

Answer: Some fields are certified organic lowbush blueberry. 

Session Dialogue 

Wendy Cocksedge: Lack of informaǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ b¢Ct{Χ 

o LƴŦƻ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΤ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀǘǘƛƴƎΤ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ taking it and applying to 
management and policy 

o cohesiveness ς very important between all the groups 
o going to have to work from the ground up for a good approach ς ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

happen from the top down ς good for us to work together  
 

Observations: Private landowners do not like to be regulated. 

o No policies at all in Atlantic Canada on NTFPs  

o No policy ς could become a sustainable issue in some areas ς full regulation is not an 

answer either 

o Comment: Resource protection ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ 

o bƻōƻŘȅ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ς 

come up with something reasonable and support (?) those, rather than end up with 

regulations ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 

Key Point: Regulations, as the industry grows, are inevitable, especially as domestic demand increases. 

Blueberries ς Where do they come from? Issue of traceability present? 

 PƛŎƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 

 Talking about traceability, handing out sheets, etc. (use the example of beef ς technically is a 
food issue) 

 Organic Certification comes with its own traceability issues ς (example: permit situation in SK 
with wild rice) 

 Permits: not on Crown Land 

http://www.modelforest.net/cmfn/en/publications/publications/publications_record.aspx?title_id=5026
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 in ON, Ontario Ministry of Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) policy framework based on food 
safety; not applicable to all commodities, but applicable to some 

 CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aarkets (small scale, not regulated) 

 Mushrooms in QuebecΥ ƴƻ ΨƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ όŜx: identification) 

 Currently falling between the cracks ς mushroom issues ς domestically this industry is growing, 
but it is very dangerous ς in worse case scenario, the entire NTFP industry could suffer 

o Case example: One woman died in QC recently because of mushroom poisoning 
(incorrectly identified a poisonous mushroom) 

o Did NOT buy this mushroom; was picked on her own, otherwise would have serious 
implications for ǿƛƭŘ ƳǳǎƘǊƻƻƳ ΨƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜŘƛōƭŜ b¢Ct 
industries 
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Panel Discussion: Where do we go from here?   Reflections on Key Issues 

in NTFR Research, Policy and Development 

Panel Members 

Brian Belcher, Centre for Non-Timber Resources 

Gerald Le Gal, Gourmet Sauvage 

Chief Fred Sampson, Siska Indian Band 

Sinclair Tedder, BC Ministry of Forests and Range 

Moderator: Tim Brigham 

Overview of Key Focus Points for Forum and Reflections  

Brian Belcher 

 hƴŜ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƛƳŜ 

 Impressed with enthusiasm, dedication and creativity of everyone involved in the sector ς a good  

mix of participants with a wide range of experiences 

 People have expressed frustration with the lack of attention from government, and policy overlooks 

something with so much potential but seems to fall between the big cracks of agriculture and 

forestry; need a concerted effort to make a big change  

 Need to present better information on how important this sector is- ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ 

subsistence value, let alone for economic value. But need to look at non-financial values- there are 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ Lƴ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bC5/- people were 

happy about getting the money, but more importantly was the opportunity to go out on the land, 

teach kids, gather family, re-invigorate traditions and ties to land 

o  Something we can do as researchers is to better document and articulate these types of 

things; we have a role as communicators and as translators for policy makers. The average 

ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ς we can help provide information to 

make those decisions more effectively 

 More needed for management- we require good biology, autecology, harvesting and management 

techniques to increase productivity, quality, and more value from resources 

o More research needed, more inventorying needed 

o Use basic ecological information to build them into models for a better estimation of our 

resources 

 hƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΥ ./ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊ-

agency committee, co-chaired by Ministry of Forests and Range and Ministry of Agriculture and 

Lands 

o Come together to talk about NTFP issues 

o this is really progressive, but unfortunately a constant struggle to keep the support and keep 

it on the agenda 
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Gerald Le Gal 

 Impressed by how much is happening all over the place, and how little he knows about it   

o We are not connecting sufficiently 

 άMy battle-horse: getting together and working togetherέ 

 ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǘƛŜǎΩΤ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ as to how we treat 

them and vehicle them 

 Some άƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜǎέ 

o Must ORGANIZE to get at the information, collate it, use it to move our agenda forward (i.e. 

encouraging newly trained harvesters to keep records) 

 With respect to policy: 

o  take pro-active rather than reactive stance- there are two sectors where regulations are 

inevitable- resource management (when large volumes of any kind of plants are harvested), 

and food (i.e. mushroom poisoning in Quebec)... matter of time and of volume, but 

inevitable, so two sectors need to be pro-active, and this means getting together, working 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΦ  

o Research, policy etc has a role, but we are the ones that have to do it 

 Industry is currently capital-starved, would like to hear more ideas about how to attract capital.  

o Lƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ōƛƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ t deal with 

issues from high profit enterprises 

o In our ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ have businesses to buy what 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ 

o LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ 

and sell them and be successful 

Chief Fred Sampson 

 Thank you to other panel members, it captures your perspectives on this sector 

 My training as a harvester came from my grandparents when I was 6 years old, and I was taught 

about sustainability, natural propagation techniques (pruning, burning, collecting seed etc) 

 Long history of First Nations involvement in management of plants, the land, animals... gave us a 

huge responsibility to look after the environment 

 ²ŜΩǊŜ ΨǳǇ ŦǊƻƴǘΩ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀȅ ς stewards of the land 

 Look at it from the ground level: it is very frustrating, looking at the gaps in forestry legislation 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ  

o How can we move forward collectively if there is no acknowledgement of Aboriginal rights? 

 Started off the day in a hard way, bǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ Ƴƻǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ- many struggles for First Nations 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǎ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀƴΩǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ L 

believe through these types of discussions we will influence the agenda. It has to be about the 

children. 
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 Critical that we need to influence these policy makers. Trying not to be angry, but biggest gap as 

First Nations people is that forestry legislation does not recognize Aboriginal rights for NTFP sector 

(or preferred, cultural resources) 

 There are over 203 distinct FN groups in BC; in order for this province to move forward we have to 

work collaboratively with learning institutions. Knowingly or unknowingly these institutions infringe 

on Aboriginal rights because they influence policy.  

 WŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪing forward to that collaboration. 

Sinclair Tedder 

 In my presentation I challenged us to look at policy; I see lots of similar ideas, and get enthused 

at these meetings from the energy and ideas and passions. But not all values are represented 

here; one of the challenges, is, through the associations, to be able to represent some of those 

interests. In BC, lots of salal, and a mushroom industry, but no representatives from major 

mushroom exporters, which is generally the case. We need them to share their perspectives.  

 [With reference ǘƻ DŜǊǊȅΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ] the attempt to regulate the sector failed, but it was 

an attempt to move forward 

 Government has many roles- they can be obstructionist, they can be absent (as now in BC), they 

can facilitate, they can be more coordinative- setting up associations, can be prescriptive 

(regulations, etc) 

 It can be problem-based: What problem are we trying to deal with? Look at this as an 

opportunity to make a change 

 CNTR, Biopterre have taken great roles of working with communities and with researchers and 

policy as well 

Move to dialogue session, open platform ς T. Brigham moderated. 

Question: With respect to Claude-AndréΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΥ ƛƴ vǳŜōŜŎΣ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƻƴ ŎǊƻǿƴ ƭŀƴŘ 

ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƴŜŀǊōȅΚ 

Answer: Not true (Gerard Le Gal), just for Canada yew. Policy is reactive, i.e. to important harvest like 

Taxus 

Question: Ą Chief SampǎƻƴΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ in Port Alberni with two First Nations on 

the board. Do you work with non-First Nations on NTFPs? Any suggestions for working together on this? 

Answer: Certainly with community forests; it is a dirŜŎǘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

recognize the Aboriginal title and rights and give tenure to community forest; so wise to partner up with 

First Nation. First Nations may be well set up to challenge the community forest regulations. He would 

be happy to come do a presentation on their involvement with community forests 

Question: How was Claude-AndréΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦǳƴŘŜŘΚ 

Answer: A certain percent of Natural Resources profits returned to region, and this can be used in 

various ways; in his reƎƛƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ b¢CtǎΣ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƪƛ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΤ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳǘ 
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ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛƴǘƻ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΦ .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

last; money received becoming lower 

Comment: (Bill Bourgeois) I would like to have FRBC (Forest Renewal British Columbia) back- it brought 

lots of money for a lot of things ($600 million annually to be distributed); whether distribution was 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŀǾŜΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻn a discussion 

ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ ΨƴŜǿ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΩΦΦΦΦ ǿƘŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ όƛΦŜΦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

resources; want fees to be simple and fair); not that different than other forest resources sector. 

Another point- Resistance (i.e. from government, from policy) is based on fear- due to what sector might 

do to make their life difficult. With respect to capital: when he speaks to financial people, there is lots of 

ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ 

ƛǘΚ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ ! ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ 

ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΣ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŦŜŜƭ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘΦ [ƛƪŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ 

at this meeting; encouragement is to now take action 

QuestionΥ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΥ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ Ǉǳǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 

ƎŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΚ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ǎƻ 

how do we value the forest to encourage investment into habitat restoration etc 

Answer: (Sinclair Tedder) CƻǊŜǎǘ wŜƴŜǿŀƭ ./ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ΨǎǳǇŜǊ-ǎǘǳƳǇŀƎŜΩΤ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ǎǘǳƳǇŀƎŜ 

ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ./ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƭƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦǳƴŘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ !ƴ ŀƎŜ ƻƭŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ Ƙƻǿ 

do we value everything in the forest? Economists value market values, which makes timber easy- can 

ǎŜŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ b¢Ct{ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǾŀƭǳŜǎ όŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΣ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴύ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΤ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

there are other values and there are trade-offs. People have been and will continue to do it forever, 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǘǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ  

Answer: (Gérard Le Gal) Different perspective: some people listening to my presentation (GLG)- project 

with James Bay Cree... end result is to work together in this sector. We will need capital to develop it 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΤ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ǊŜŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ōǳǘ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ 

logging in that area. Certain areas there is access, but not exclusive access, to NTFPs. They are now 

negotiating this nation to nation with the Québec government. Other areas are more exclusive. 

Motivated by needing access to the resource and expectation of reasonable profit down the road. And if 

the company is primarily Cree run, then can assure that Cree values are being perpetuated. This is one 

ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΣ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƭƻƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦ  

Answer: (Chief Sampsonύ /ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƳƻǊŜΤ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ 

secure resource, much as people in Nass Valley have done for pine mushrooms- exclusive in some areas, 

licence it out in other areas, and control the buyers who come in. This year was one of the best, because 

they can now manage their resource and how ƛǘΩǎ harvestedΧ 

Comment: (Beth LischeronύΥ {ŜŜ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΦ IϧD ƛǎ ǳƴǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜΣ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ŜǘŎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘΦ 

The European perspective looks at timber as an agriculturŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊd the term TEK. 
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Fitting these two together is a way to bring these together, and bring triple bottom line, and bring about 

the whole range of values of a forest. This difference of perception (agriculture and off-the-land), it is 

hoped, will bring shift in discussion. 

Question(Ann Eastman): How was Cree project initiated?  

Answer (Gérard Le Gal): Initiated six years ago- dreamt it up.  Spoke with people from Cree community, 

Biopterre, government, Health Canada, and slowly took form. Loves working with Aboriginal people 

because they bring new learning about himself, and knew there was an open community, and now 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΦ IŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ [ŀŎ {ǘ. Jean and Gaspé; they can bring more and more 

people into it, anŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƛǘΦ  

Question: Susan Fisher (Nanaimo Area Land Trust) ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ an Edible Plant Project, 

raising awareness about the natural environment, developing a demonstration nursery etc.  Regarding 

government dis-interest, is this related to a dismissal of First Nations culture? 

Answer: (Chief Sampson) I agree, there are lots of challenges. What you guys are doing with the wild 

ŦƻƻŘǎ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƴ 

people will charge out on the land tomorrow, before people can do it sustainably. Hope that if people 

are cultivating natƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ōƛƻƎŜƻŎƭƛƳŀǘƛŎ ȊƻƴŜǎΦ !ǎ a First Nations 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ b¢Ct ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ 

ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƛƭŘ ŦƻƻŘǎΣ ƛǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ {ǳǎŀƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘƛŦferent perspective- it is related to 

health- immediate change in physical and social well-being. There is alarming increase in allergies- and 

these are blamed on contemporary foods. But access to traditional foods is becoming harder and harder 

to accŜǎǎΦ !ƭƭ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƴƻǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ 

more and more and more younger people.  

Answer (Sinclair TedderύΥ CƻǳǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎΥ мΦ .ǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ 

compliance costs, fear of something new to have to monitor. When pine mushroom task force did work, 

there was huge resistance to on-going recommendations. 2. Perception of value: DM asked- ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 

problem with a bunch of good old boys out there in the forest? 3. No ecological concern. 4. If this is 

opened up for discussion, then there are significant Firs t Nations considerations to take into account. 

Question: (Mike Christian) Manage Esh-Kn-Am Joint Venture, Siska is one of co-owners. When they try 

ǘƻ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎŜǘ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ 

influence to get government at the table. Attempted it, was on the verge of getting people to meet in 

Victoria, but then economic downturn happened, but still need that influence; ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ - we want to 

be part of the conceptualization of the concept paper.  

Question: Do you see a place for non-First Nations to be part of NTFP sector? 
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AnswerΥ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƘǳƎŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ.  But CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ 

the poorest of the poor, and we need to be able to benefit from our own cultural resources. Not saying 

that non-Cb ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ƧŀƳΣ ōǳǘ First Nations want to be at the forefront. I see lots of 

room. 

Concluding Comments ς Tim Brigham 

 

Á Putting out a challenge to everyone in the room: Look for those opportunities for collaboration, 

how can we link more effectively.  

Á {Ƴŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ Newsletter every four months; a copy is in the 

ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ ǎŜƴŘ ǳǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ  

Á  ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƛƭƻǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŝvents and can share and feel 

positive, but lets try to keep the dialogue going 

 

http://cntr.royalroads.ca/files-cntr/October_Issue3.pdf

